7i8°
tan area. 1 ask the Governmeni not fu
proceed with the Bill inr the cireumstances,
but to allow the district to develop and
when the demand for land has beuen ereated
it ean be made available ag reguired. No-
body but the member for Nelsvn has asked
for this land to be made available,

Mr. Willimott: The local progress associa-
tion has asked for it.

Mr, SCADDAN: Lozal progress associi-
sions would ark for th: moon, I do not
think the civeumstances justify our agree-
mg lo the request, and T do not agree
with the contention that we will be aolding
up the development of the South-West if
we refuse to make available this small avea
of 400 acres for residential purposes.
Under the proposal of the Government there
will be a few who will pay up to 10s. an
acra for this land., and under the frechold
system in a very short fime the whole ares
will he in the hands of one or two persons.
YWhy not open up the land down at Angunsta,
where we made blocks available?

Mr, Willmott: T know instances of appli-
cations for thal land having bheen refused
by you.

Mr. SCADDAN: We dealt wilh applica-
tions on their merits. Instead of giving up
the only piece of the shore of the Marcavet
River still open to the publie, it would he
far wiser to wake bhlocks available at
Augusta. I wounld ask the Minister fo re-
consider this guestion and withdraw the Bill.
Not hv any stretch of the imagination ean
it be regarded as a matter of urgeney,

Progress reported.

BILL—FLINDERS BAY-MARGARET
RIVER RATLWAY.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington’ [10.11)
in moving the seeond reading said: This is
merely a short Aet (o eonfirm the purchase
of the Flinders Bav-Marzaret River railv.ay
and vest the rallway in His Majesty. Tt
will he remembered that in 1913 a Bill was
passed authoriging llie purchase of this rail-
way from Millar's Timber and Trading
Co. The Bill now hefore the Chamber has
been prepared on the adviee of the Solicitor

[COUNCIL.]

General, who is alse Commissioner of Titles,
to secure the vestment of the property in ihe
Crown, and so avoid the expense of geiling
transfers of the various pareels of iand on
which the railway line is built, and to com-
plete formalities. There is really nothing
new in the matier, It is a formal Bill and,
the principle of the purchase of the railway
having been already approved by the passing
of the Aet of 1913, this is merely to enable
the officers (o complete the transaction.

On motion by Mr. Angwin debale ad-
journed.

PHI—TRADING CONCERNS.
Second Reading—Order diseharged.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (ITon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellingion) [10.13]:
The Crown Law Depariment has informed
me that there is a teclmical error in connee-
tion with the Title of the Bill. Tt will, there-
fore, be necessary to withdraw it this even-
ing, and notice will have to he given nnder
the amended Title. Therefore T move—
Thet the Order of the Duay be discharged.
Question passed; Order discharged.

House adjourned at 1011 pan.

Tegislative Council,
Wednesday, Bih Norember, 1916.
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PAPERS PRESEXTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1. Special by-
laws for the regulation of traffic of the
Blackhoy Hill eamp under the Roads Board
Act of 1911: 2, Comniissioner of Taxation,
Eighth Annual Report: 3, Pipes supplied
by Monteath Bros., refurn  {ordered on
motion hy Hon. J. Dulfell).

LEAVE OF ABSEXNCE.

On motion by Hon. J. F. Cullen leave of
absence for six consecutive sitting= granted
to the Hon. (. MeKenzie, on the ground of
illness.

On motion by Hon. Sir E. H., Wittenovom
leave of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to the Hon. (i, W, Miles. on the
ground of urgent private business.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE (No.1).
Readd a third time and passed.

BLLI—BETTING SUPPRESSION.
Neeund Rending.,

Debate resumed from the 3rd November.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [4.33]: 1 rise
to offer a few remarks upon 1his Bill. Since
my eleetion 1o this House [ have not seen
such a drastic piece ol legizlation come for-
ward as is contained in (his Bill. [ think
that when  proposed  drastic  legislalion
comes forward it =should inevilably follow a
public clnsonr or a public demand. I invite
the leader of the House in his reply to point
out where there has heen any publie ¢lamour
for this ) iece of lesislalion. The reason< for
its inlroduciion are based npon the report
of the select committee on horse-racing. |
do not wanr to 2o into the proz and cons of
that select committee, but T think there are
bon. members in this Chamber who will
agree with me that the whole of the pro-
ceedings of that select committee were taken
as a joke. Contrazt the aclinn of the (Gov-
ermment in introducing this measure, without
any puhlic demonsiration or public elamonr,
with their artion upon the Hhuor question.
I have heen hoth a drinker and a bettor, and
I have done more hetling than drinking, and
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L am not an angel in either respeet, bus 3f
there i3 one question which has commanded
public attenlion and given rise 1o publig
clamonr, a yuestion thai involves injury to
the well-being and social life of the State. it
is. 1 say, the liguor que<tion. But des) ite
pubhie clamour the tiovernment. as a Gov-
ernment, have declined to take action. It is
said there is never a erime without a motive.
T do nol suppoese anx Bill has heen intro-
dueed into Parliament without a motive. Be-
hind this Bill there i a motive, whieh al a
later siage T will endeavour to place my con-
struction uwpron. There are  eircumstances
which surround ihe introduction of thi= Bill
and another Bill into another plaee, which
are clogely related apd have similar objects,
which can only be characterised as an af-
templ upen eertain individoals of this rlace,
and as a fore and aft attack. They are com-
ing at them hack and front. One Bill i< in-
traduced in one place and another in an-
other place, and the purport ziven oul in an-
other place and given oul in this place is
similar one ito the other. We find that thy
Colonial Seeretary when moving the second
reading of the Bill nsed words much to the
following effect :—

11 is the objecl of the present Govern-
ment and it was ihe spinion of the select
commiffee——

which 1 do not take seriouslv—
that horseracing should be serinusly ewr-
tailed. Consequently all the arguments
which supporters of the bookmakers zave
that 1t would seriovsly curtail horse-racing
have no influence with the present Govern-
ment, becanse that is one of the chjects
we wish to achieve,
That is ziven as one of the motives tor the
introduction of ithe Bill by the leader of the
House. namelv. that by entting out the honk-
maker he will, (o 2 certain exient. minimize
racine.  But alse ithere i another motive,
and one in which 1 sympathise with the Gov-
ernment, seeing that they eome forward with
a poliecy and programnte. and with words
which np to date have not heen confirmed
by deeds. for squaring the finanees. The
main motive hehind the introduction of this
Rill and the introdaction of the Bill when in
another jlace i& not. in my opinion, for the
purpose of abolishinz (he bookmaker, hut
for the purpose of adding 10 the revenne of
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the State. The leader of the FHouse, in in-
troducing the Bill, said that the Government
proposed o get a greater portion of revenue
than is uow the case from the {otalisators.
He also said that the totalisator revenne is &
very legitimate subject for taxation. To
zo further, the Premier only last evening in
another place, in introducing anotler meas-
ure which will pass, I have no doubt, in iran-
sit this one, (he obe coming down, and
the other eoming up—Dbecause they are inter-
woven—said thal the Bill proposed to in-
crease the tofalisator taxation by 2% per

cenl. and to  fake all  fractions and
211 unelaimed  dividends. That  was
the purpose of the Bil in  another

pPlace.  The Premier also said that the
licensees of the tote would not be allowed to
imerease their present percentage, that is to
sav. the Government propose to inerease the
present totalisator taxation hy 21% per cent.
as staled by (he Minister in this House, and
alsu propose to iake all unelaimed divid-
ends and all fractions, which has not been
done heretofore, fur the obvijus purpose.
a5 jrointed oui by the Premier and snpple-
menled by the Colonial Secrefary. He said
that by the abolition of {he hookmaker and
the imposition of a grealer tax he hoped to
minimise horse-racing.  Therefore, between
him and the Premier they hoped fo minimise
hovge-racing.  The Premier said, however,
ihat he estimated that when hoth Bills were
passed. that is. ile Bill to abolish the book-
maler and the Bill to increase the totalisator
tax, a sum of £63,000 per annum would he
alded to the revenue.  Therefore I claim
that in that we have the motive for the in-
troduction of this measare. The aholition
of the hooknaker is only a side issne in com-
parison with what the totalisator tax will
bring in in the way of pounds, <hillings, and
1'ence to fie Government. Tt zeews somewhat
curfous to me that any responsible Minister
should fake this course to curlail horse-
racing by starting out with the abolition of
the hookmaker. Then. in tlie same breath
almast, the Government propese o take a
pari of the filthy luere thai acerves from
hovse-racing. or the evil of betting which the
hankmaker is said to have hrought into ex-
istence. If there is too much horse-racing
in this Siate (he CGovernment should deter-

mine to reduce it and take drastic action in
the way that they would against sly grog
sellers, T hold the opinion that the Govern-
menl have tackled this guestion on wrong
premises, If there is too much horse-racing
let us legislaie in the direction of eurtailing
it and if we have come to the eonclusion that
hetiing is illegal, let us tackle that guestion
by itself. In regard to the overplus of rae-
ing there is mueh (o be taken into considera-
fion.  In Vietoria, not so long ago, it was
recognised thai there was a sarfeit of racing
in that State, and the Government took the
matter in hand and fixed the number of
dates on which racing shounid be earried out
during ihe vear. That, T contend, is= what
ought to have heen done in Western Ans-
iralia. At the present time, however, we
have f{liree bodies controlling the sport.
There is, first of all. the W.AT.C., which
confrols what is known as the pure merino
hody. or the real silver-tails of racing. Then
we have the unregistered racing and the
people associated with that are, in vulgar
language, ealled the vingtails, who have been
thrown out from the pure merino seetion.
Then there is Mr. Brennan with the trotting
and the utility Lorse.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Where did you get
tiiose setentific names?

Hon. J. CORNELL: There are three dis-
tinet hodies in this Siate responsible for the
control of racing hut they are not respon-
sihle to anyone, and so far as the bookmaker
is coneerned we have the spectacle that those
who hel under the auspices of the W.A.T.C.
cannot bet on the trotting or at the unregis-
tered courses. and the position is reversed
in regard to the hookmakers associated with
the other places. We have three distinct
tvpes of hetting people and if the Govern-
ment were serious in their endeavour to
arapple with this position, they should start
at the fountain head by establishing Minis-
terial control over these bodies.

Hon. Rir E. H. Wittenoom : Political con-
trol?

Hon. J. CORRLELL: T wonld not say
political control. These people are not re-
sponsibie to anyone. They race when they
like and how they like aceording to their own
arrangements. There is another form of
racing which should be dealt with by the
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Government if thev are anxious to show
their bona fides, and that is proprietary rac-
inx, In the days when § was a sport I did
in mmy “bit of 1in” and often walked home
tirved, and | atways held then that when people
conducted race meetings on proprietary lines
for profit, then racing ceased to be a sport.
"If the leader of the House had any desire to
tackle the quesiion le should tackle the pro-
priclary elubs first. 1 intend to vote against
the second reading of the Bill. 1 agree with
a portion of the principle set out in the
measure, hut as it is drafted T rannot sup-
port it, T agree that shop betting and street
hetting should he suppressed, if possible, by
the enforeement of the Inw which exists, and
if we cannot totally suppress all betting, we
should uvse our uimost efiorts to confine it to
the four corners of the loecality in which it
15 conduncted. The leader of the House has
pointed out in glowing terms the henefit that
hias resulied from the suppression nof the
bookmaker in Sonth Australia. 1 venlure
to remark from casunal ohservation that, so
far as thal State it concerned. there is just
as mueh monev changing hands over horse-
racing at the present time as there was be-
fore the legislation was put on the statute-
book, and perhaps more so, per head of the
population than in anv of the other States.
T bave actually scen bhookmakers in that
State betiing al the Morphetville raceconrse.

The Colonial Seeretary: You do not sug-
zest that they bhave as much racing in South
Australia a5 we have here.

Hou. J. CORNELL: 1T want the Govern-
ment to slark at the top and not at the bot-
tom. There is another matter to which the
Colonial Seeretary mircht make some refer-
ence when he is replyving, and it is in regard
to sireet and shop hetting. The Bill pro-
poses to suppress sireel and shop betling.
Why then has not the Bill been drafted =n
that it shall apply to Tattersall’s and other
sporting ¢luhs? The leader of the House is
a man who has seen a little of the world,
and he knows that lecislation has heen passed
in the Eastern States respecting streef and
shop betting and he knows as well as T do
that in New South Wales and Vietoria to-
day. and even in Tattersall’s Club in South
Australia, the eard is called regularly and
wamers amounting to thousands of pounds
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are made. While 1 desire to prevent sireet
and shop betting, 1 & mequally desirous that
the law should be applied to the man of
means who wagers in pounds as to the man
who wagers in shillings. Thouzh we may
suppress bookmaking on the racecvurse,
though we max suppress the bookmaker in
the street and io {he shop, we are nut poing
to suppress the hookmaker within the four
corners of the registered sporting elub, and
hotting. therefore, will o on  as before.
The evil, however. will he aceentuated
to this extent. that bookmaking will
become a mouopoly: it will he left
in the hands of a few. T am not going
to he a party tu passing legislation which
will bring that about. The leader of the
House will reahse that what I have said is
correet and even to-day, i spite of the
utmost rigeur that is applied under the ex-
isting Taws, it s not possible to entirely
overcome the evil because a hookmaker can
hecome a member of Tattersall’s Club and
lie can go on belting there, and nothing
more s said, I the Bill goes through to
the Comuuittee stage I will endeavour to
hring eclubs under its provisions and pre-
vent betting there as well. The leader of
the House, when introducing rhe Bill,
gquoted extensively from the evidence given
before the seleet committee by men like Mr.
Clvdesdale, Mr. Lalor and Mr, Bolger. all
sof wlom were against street and shop bet-
tine,
Flon, Sir K. 1. Witienoom:
denee of Mr. Cennolly.

Hon. J. CORXNELL: T will come to Inm
later, Though T favour the abolition of
street and shop befting, T desire to analyvse
ihe position of the men whose evidence was
guoted by the Colonial Seeretary. My,
Clydesdale is the head of the unrewistered
aasaciation of this State and. consequently,
if street and shop betling is suppressed. and
wokmakers are allowed on the racecon-e
it will be to Mr. Clydesdale’s personal
benefit to have them there. Mr. Clvdesdale
wave it as his apinion that a Bill should he
introduoced to abolish the street bookmaker,
Naturally we would expeet that [rom Mr.
Clvdesdale. My, [Lalor, a gentleman for
whom T have the highest respect, unlv hets
on raceeourses and at Taltersall’s Club and

And the evi-
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more grist will go inte his mull if the har-
pies are driven off the streets. Then, so far
as My, Bolger is concerned, he is one of the
oldest and Dest known racing men in the
State and we also know him to be one of
the smallest bettors. The fact remains
that large sums of money are won by some-
one as the outeomme of bets made with
hookmalers in tespeet of races won by Mr.
Bolger’s horses. And I veniunre the opinion
that the money won eon Mr. Bolger’s horses
is uot won by betting in the streei but by
wagers laid at Tattersall’s and other clubs.
That is the position of those men. Probably
it thev weve street betlors they would sup-
port the other view. In my opinion, theiv
evidence iz not worthy of any consideration.
I woulidl eliminate Mrv. Bolger, and as for
{he other f{wo, {hey ecome under the
category of two persons who have axes to
arind. [ am almost positive that of all the
beokmaking fraternity who frequent Tat-
tersall’s Club Mvr. Lalor is the only one who
gave evideuce Defore (he select commit-
tee: and [ belhieve that it was at the re-
quest of members ol Tattersall’s Clul that
he gave that evidence, that it wasg given on
hehalf of himself and other members of the
Cluh. that is for people who confined them-
selves to raceesurse betting or club betting.
I have indicated that [ would support =a
measure la suppress street and shop bet-
ting, though as 1 say [ do nol think it is
possible to draft or frame legistation which®
is going to tolaliv abolish even shop and
street betting.  Iowever, we might mini-
mise that evil. and if we can do so I think
we should,  We now come to the guestion
ot the abolition of hookmakers on the raece-
course,  The leader of the House quoied
trum the report of the seleet commitiee,
paragraph 15, which states inter alia that
street and shop betiing should he sup-
pressed, and that boskmakers sheuld be
prohibited on raeecourses.  The Minister
then went on to sav—

It is only right that 1 should point out
thatr the committee were hot unanimons,
so that should a Bill come forward mem-
hers of the committee had the right to
speak and vote without prejudice.

From this remark it is obvious {hat despite
all the evidence collected by the select eom-
milice, so far as {he members of the seleet
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commitlee themselves were concerned they
were i1 no way unanimous on the question
of the abolition of bookmakers from race-
courses. [f belting be an evil, I claim that
it is equally wrong to bet on the totalisator
as it is to bet with the bookmaker. That is
the position 1 take up; but the position
taken up by the Government is that they
say belting is not evil so long as it is done
thirough the totalisator.
The Colonial Secretary:
law ns it stands says.
Hoen. J. CORNELL: T do not propuse to
enter into a diseussion witl the hon, mem-
ber on the law as it stands. I have given
wy opinion of the law, and 1 have quoted
the hon. member. [ am prepared (o leave
the law as it stands and let the bookmaker
{ake lis ¢hance; but the hon. member is not
prepared to do that, otherwise this Bill
would not have heen introduced. It the
premises I have laid down he correct that
betting t» an evil whether it is done through
the totalisator or with the bookmaker, then
L c¢laim that ihe Government, who now say
thal to a certan extent betting is an evil, are
themselves to blame. We have had examples
in the Eastern States to guide us. We find
that in South Australia, despite the prohibi-
tion, betling still goes on, We have had ex-
amples in pasl vears of the Governments of
New South Wales and Victoria endeavouring
o introduce the tolalisator through the Ioenl
legislative but withoul result; and the posi-
tion to-day in those two States is that bet-
ting ig entirely in the hands of the book-
maker. We find in these two Slates, the
Governmenl, recognising they have to aecept
the evil of betting on horse raecing, have ac-
cepted the evil of the bookmaker in prefer-
ence to the tote; and are now raising revenue
from the hookmakers. That is the difference
belween Kast and West, The Government
here say the bookmaker must go, that they
wanl the totalisator and will tax the totali-
sator to get the revenue from racing, while
in the Eastern States they have not intro-
duced the totalisator but tax the hookmaker
and gel revenue in that way. I have knocked
about Australia a good deal and I have come
to the conclusion that we cannot abolish by
legislative action an institution which has
obtained such a hold in the hearts of Aus-
tralians ever since the institution of racing

That is what the
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in Ausiralia. People coming from New
South Wales and Victoria do not know what
the tolalisaior is, and when they go to a
rucecourse (o bet they recognise only the
huokmaker. I have spoken to bookmakers
and to patrons of the turf on this question,
unbiassed men, and lLave come to the con-
clusion that there is room here for both.
There is room for the bookmaker in this
country and room for the toialisalor. As
far as we can humanly do it we should try
Lo minimise what is an admitted evil. It
would he more logical and reasonable for
the Governmeni to accept the position as it
| resents itself to-day, and I think it would
meet with the approbation of the greal mass
of the peuple ol this Slate i’ Lbhey deler-
mined to retain the bookmaker, but to con-
fing him to the racecowrse. It may not be
amiss for me to deal with one or two of the
points put forward by the leader of the
tlouse; and T only quole these to show the
absurdity of some of the evidence given be-
fore the select committee. Mr. Cox, chair-
man of the W.A. Turf Club, gave evidence
which was quoted by the Colonial Seeretary.
He was asked—

You wonld not allow the hookmaker?
—No. For this reason, that the abolition
ol the bookmaker would stop the evil of
over racing. We are not the police. We
are nol here to pui the law in motion. 1
have asked the Governmeni to do it and
they will not do so.

Now, what is the position of the W.A. Turf
Club so far as the bookmaker is eoncerned?
The power of the club is such that no bouk-
maker can go on to this racecourse without
a license; they do not want police to put
him off. The eclub permit the bookmaker
and put forward as a reason for not disal-
lowing the bookmaker that it would mini-
mise racing. 1 take it from his evidence
ihat Mr. Cox was in favour of some minj-
mising of racing. 1f so, why not use the
power which the club has, and say we be-
lieve in the totalisator. That would end the
matter so far as the bookmaker ou race-
courses is concerned. But they go further,
Not only do they allow hookmakers on the
racceourse, hut they charge them an gxov-
bitant fee for a license fur’ lbeiting there:
and they say that po bookmaier shal! oper-

ate on any raceeourse in the Siate eurtratled
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by the W.A. Turf Club unless he is licensed.
Similarly no bookmaker can operale on
Kalgoorlie or Boulder or any other race-
course run under the rules of Lhe W.AL Turf
Clab until he pavs a license fee for himsell
and his ¢lerk. The W.A. Turf Cleh not vnly
has conplete charge of tlve hookmuker bet-
ting on its own course but alsn Jraws a pro-
portion of revenue from houokiualkers operat-
ing on other eourses. Theretora [ hold it
is prepesterons to pul up an argnment like
that. The Colonial Seerciary alsw quoled
from Mr. James Brennan's evidence, saying
that he would like to see the Lhookmaker re-
moved altozether. Mr. Brenrmun said—
L think for the proleciivn of the publie
Yor pure sport and clean racing the bouk-
maker should be removed. OF course, we
could not carry on without the totalisator.
The Trotting Association is in exaectly the
same position as lhe W.A, Turf Club. The
Assoeiation could say to-morrow that no
bookmakers shall be permitied on the Trot-
ting Association's course. That would end
the matier so far as they are coucerned. i
the same way as the W.A. Turl Club, they
say that no bookinaker who is nol registered
with them shall ply iis ealling on any course
racing under the association’s conditions. [
have quoted two inslances pul forward in
favour of the abolition of hookmakers from
racecourses, in wihielh legislation 1s asked lor
hut in which fhose asking have the puwer in
their own hands 1o do it. Mr. Brenuan seiul
ihey could not earry on racing without the
toialisator, On his own admission racing
cannet be carried on without some mweans ur
form of betting: and it must therefore be at
once recognised that betling is elosely wrap-
ped up with the question of racing. Now
I come to the last authority quoted by the
Colonial Secretary, I have zlanced throush
the report of the Minister's speech, and |
find that nearly two columns of it are de-
voted to the evidenee of My, P. A. Con-
nolly. Of the men with whom 1 have come
in contact, or know by repute, Mr. Con-
nolly is about the last, or one of the lnsi,
whora T would aceept a5 an authority on the
parifying of sport. If rumour is correct—
and it is sometimes eorrect—Mr. Connolly,
though he says he is nol a betting
owner, has been accnsed’ not only onre,
but dozens of times, ¢f puiting up the
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finest schemes cver worked on the eonrses of
this or any other State. It came with a
very had grace from him fo stand up before
the select conuniltee as an authorily on the
purification of racing. I guestion whether
he wounld do it before a Roval Commission.
In my experience, Royal Commissions are
very different things from select committees.
AMr. oA Connolly was asked—

Do vou think, in the interesis of raeing,
it is neeessary {o have hoth the bookmaker
and the tole?

Mr. Connolly answered--

Of coarse, I am not a betting owner.

Ie i asked a direct guestion, which he would
prefer—the totalisator or the bookmaker;
and he replies that he is not a belting ownet.
Bul le is the proprictor of twe racecourses
wilthin 12 miles of Perth. Naturally, be will
not comit himself one way or the other.
After all the fulsome remarks which led up
to the gnestion T have guoted, there would
have heen =something in it if Mr. Connolly
had answered the yuestion one way or the
other. 1 have already said ihat I am op-
posed 10 the Bill in its present form. T ask
ihe House to accept the position as it pre-
senls itself. To sum up: If the Bill is
passed, we shall nol minimise racing; or not
in anything like the degree which the Gov-
ernient say IS necessary, haviny regard to

the 1 oorer section of 1the community. By
eoing through the whole report of the
juint  select  commitiee, or taking the

trotbie  to  consult a few men, moneyed
mel,  interested  in racing, we shall

learn thal, in the event of the abolition
oi ihe bookinaker from our racecourses,

hetiing on loeal evenls will not continue to .

such an extent as al present, as regards the
volume of monev from a few individuals. I
admit the passing of the Bill would have that
effect.  TIndividuals who te-day bet in hin-
dreds, and ai times in thousands, would not
20 racing as they now do if the bookmaker
were cut off. But, on the olher hand, people
who can afford to bet in hundreds and even
in thounsamds are not people on whom the
time of the House should be spent, except
with a view of getting from them a little
more by direcl taxation. There is, however,
the other side of the picture, which has heen
stressed by the leader of the House. The

abelition of - the bookmaker, we are told-
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would largely add to the savings of the work-
ing classes of the community. I contend that
such would not be the case. I maintain that
the spirii of horse-racing has been ineul-
cated inte the blood of Australians almost
since the inception of Australian sefllement.
The Australian willingness 1o take a chauce
by having a bet represents a spirit which
has not proved amiss when the hour of Ivial’
and uneed came.

Hon, W. Wingsmill: What connection is
there?

Hon. J. CORNILL: [ contend that the
sparit whieh characterises the Australian on
the racecourse and in sport generally proved
advantagecns to him as a soldier. Will the
aholition of' the bookmaker effect the reform
of the wages man, as suggested by the leader
vl the House? No. So long as there is horse-
racing, so long as there is an avenue hy
which a man can speculate, even if it is only
the totalisator on the course, he will specu-
late. He will go out to the course and bet on
the totalisator. This Bill will not save him
from that in any way, nor will it in the Jenst
add 1o his store of wealth. In conelusion, 1
say to the leader of the House that if le 1s
prepared to tackle the «question as he should
tackle it, if the Government are prepared
to remedy what they now recognise as an
over-plus of racing, if they are prepared to
step in aud counlrol the number of meeling=
—we have some spurions racing bodies, whicl
musl of necessity race very frenuently in
order to keep going at all—then the Colonial
Secretary and the Government will be laking
the only logical step towards cure and pre-
vention of an evil whose existenee I8 ard-
mitled. T hope that such will be the attitude
adopted by the leader of the House. I shall
vote agaiast the sceond reading of the Bill.

Hon. C. SOMMERS  (Metropolitan)
[3.22] : | welecome this Bilj as 1
would welcome any  measure  intended
to  suppress street and shop  betting.
But 1 think that if the Government

desire to oblain revenue under this Bill, ihev
have gone the wrong way abouf sceuring it.
They are not attempting to curtail racing hy
this Bill. What they aim at is the control of
racing. In my opinion, Western Ausiralia,
like Vietoria, should appoint a board to econ.
trol racing and to fix dates. Tn that wav,
naturally, a good deal of hetting would be
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=uppressed. A reference to the list of re-
cent fixtures shows that the Belmont Park
Club has 10 fixtures only; lie Canninyg Park
Club, 10: Helena Vale, 10; the W.A.T.C,,
13; and-—now we come to what are known
a3 the unregistered bodies—Goodwood, 26:
Yicton, 26; and the trotting association
anything from G0 to 65. Surely, in that list
very mnateria) reduetions conld he made, and
thus a material reduction, not only in street
and shop hetting, but in befting on the
courses themselves, could he effected. Why
should the old established clubs such as the
W.AT.C., Belmont Park, Canning Park, and
llelena Vale have so very few fixtures, while
these other clubs have up to G5, racing Sat-
urday after Saturday and un every possible
holiday? That is where the evil lies; and,
moreover, the clubs which race so frequently
are not under such eflicient supervision, nov
i+ their conduet of racing on such a high
fevel, as in fhe case of the old established
clubs. T agree with Mr. Cornell that the
sport of racing is dear to the hearts of the
Australian people. 1 have pone racing my-
self in the past; and my opinion is that rae-
ing cannot be successfully conducted unless
the bookmaker co-exists with it. 1 would,
however, register the bookmaker, and limit
his operations to his proper place, which is
ihe racecourse. The totalisator is permilted
on the racecourse only, and the hookmaker
should be similarly restricted. People who
want to bet can take an outing for that pur-
tose. In South Australia, where the Lotali-
sator alone exists, there is nothing like the
same volume of belting business transacted
as where (he hookmaker is registered. I do
not agree with Mr. Cornell on that peint.
Knowing Adelaide well, I say it is rvather a
difficult thing there to get a bet with a book-
maker. South Australia, in point of racing,
stands lowest in Australasia.

Hon. J. Cornell: The difficulty iz got ~ver,
there, by betting on the race day and paying
tote odds the next day.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: The faet is that
Bouth Australian owners canno: afford to
zive the high prices for blood stock that are
obtainable in this Siate. Raeinr in
South Ausfralia is at a low ebb, com-
rared with Western Australian or Vietorian
raeing. We know that here as much as
£1,000 has been paid for a colt or a fliy.
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That is the kind of ihing which should, with-
in limits, be encouraged. 1 observed in 1his
moring'’s paper a reporl of a weeting held
in Victoria to consider ~teps tu encouvase
the breeding of the hest elass of horses-—a
meeting which the Ferderal Minister for De-
fence attended. 1t is only by purchasing
the best blood sloek that we can lhope to
achieve that end.

The (vlunial Secretary: Is not that evi-
deneg Lhat our present excess of racing in
Australia is not henefieial to the eeding
of the hest ela-s of horses?

Hon. J. J. llolmes: The motor var Las
taken the place of the hlowd horse.

ITon. . SOMMERS: Onpe mean. of -
proving the Bill, and seeuring its =ate pas-
sage, would be to introduce intv it a pro-
vision for the registration of hookmakers by
the Government. Let the Government. who
are in need of revenue, charge the hook-
makers a reascnable fee. 1 would also allow
the elubs to collect fees from the bookmakers
for conducling their operations on the race-
courses only. And, since additional revenue
15 required, T suggest the Government should
do as the Victorian Government do—impose
a stamp duty on every betting ticket. In
Vietoria, T believe, the duty is 3d. That in
itself would produee considerable revenue.
Afler all, the Government ia bringing for-
ward this Bill are after revenue, and notf
alter the suppression of racing.

The Colonial Seeretary: This Bill has
nothing to do with revenue.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: I think the House
as n whole recognises that this is a revenue
measnre, and not a measure for the sup-
pression of horse-racing. The leader of the
Honse in hig second reading speech never
suggested that the enormous numbers of fix-
fues should be reduced—I refer to the St
to 63 trotting meetingzs and the 32 unregis-
tered meetings. ‘The number of meetings
Leld hy the other clubs is quite reasonable.
As regards the totalisator, I have no objec-
tion whatever fo the Government inereasing
the tax to 5 per cent. but T think that in
claiming unpaid dividends and the fractions
they are going a little too far.

The Colonial Secretary: What has that
got to do with this Bill? That is in a Bill
before another place.
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Hon. €. SOMMERS: This is a Bill for
the suppression of betting, and I think T am
in order in pointing out that by adopting Lhe
expedients T have sugyuested the Government
will suppress a good deal of betting and at
the saze time gel in revenue. As to street
hetting, 1 am witi: the Government that the
strictest wmeasures for the suppression of
thak evil should be adopted. 1t is a erying
seandal to see loafers hanging about our
street curners Inviting people to bet. I think
the 11! woes too fav in aathorising the police
fuo arrest witheut warrant anvone suspecled
of loitering far the purpuse of beiting. 11
the Bill gels into Committee [ shall cer-
tainly opjose that provision. While [ hope
io rer some of my suggestions incorporated
in the measure at a later staze, 1 have plea-
sure in supporting the second reading.

Ton. S E. H. WITTENOOM (Nerth)
{3.307: 1 congratulate the leader of the
House on the admirable speech he made in
moving the second reading. He exhausted
every argtment in favour of the Bill, In
fact, he left me so convineed that I thought
there should be no further belting on race-
courses or anywheve else. 1 have also lis-
tened to Mr. Cournell as an apostie of the
other side. T regret to say that although he
made a fine sp-eech and put forward every
excuse for Lhose who desire ta het, he did
not vive me that assistamee whieh 1 had ex-
pee'ed.  We have heard all sorts of issues
rea-l into ihe Rill. which 1 find i8 merely a
Rill to suppress hetting, so many of the
statements made in the course of the debate
are beside the aquestion, Whether it was wise
for the Government to introduce the Bill at
the present juncture is not for me lo decide.
I like sport and T have in regard fo it strong
opinions whieh have not been formed within
the last few minutes. Like Mr. Cornell, I
recognise that most Australians are sports,
anfd that ncarly every Australian is prone
to make a bet or take some little chance in a
venture, Therefore, T acree that it is impos-
sible to suppress the betling spirit among
Australians, or indeed amongst other peo-
ples. I have heard it referred to as the
betiing evil. I do not look upon beiting as
an evil, but rather as a Juxary that can be
afforded by only people of means. Tf a man
has £1,000 a year and chooses fo bet £10( a
vear he ean afford it, but if a man has £3100
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a year and bels £25 of it, then I think it is
wrong. If a man can afford it, betting is not
an evil, but an amusement. It is the sawe
with cards. 1f a man with £5,000 a year
chogses to spend a thousand a year on cards
that is his business.  Anybody who can
afford it has a perfect right to bet or to play
cards.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What about 1the man
who bets with the other fellow’s monev?

Hon. Sir . H. WITTENQOQAM : That 1s
dishonesty. [ miend to support the second
reading beeause | believe it would be better
in the interests of betting and sport that
the bookmaker should not exist. Not be-
cause I have any objection to him personally,
for I Lave known several hookmakers who
were really zood honourable men. There
are two forms of gambling whielh I am in
favour of, one being the totalisator and the
other sweeps. Everybody has a perfect right
to put a few shillings into a sweep whether
it be the humblest maid or the richest man
m the epuntry, I1f they c¢hoose to put in a
few shillings with a chanee of winning
£5,000, T think it is a fair legitimate enter-
prise and there i no harm im it. 1 am en-
tirely in accord with sweeps and witl (he
totalisator, for everybody who enters intn
either of them must do so willingly. 1 have
three slrong rcasons against the hookmaker.
The fivst is thal in his transactions he gives
credil. Any man can book a bet with the
bookmaker, and the end of it is that pro-
Lably after a certain amount of eredit a man
finds he cannot pav, and has lo resort to
such a practice as that referred to by mv
friend a few minutes ago. The next objec-
tion 1 bave to the bookmaker is that he is
in a position to solicit for business, which
the totalisator ecannot do. The third and
stronzest ohjection is that the bookmaker
can infiuence the horse-racing and the joe-
keys and other people connecied with the
sport. Take the evidence given by Mr.
Connolly, who it seems declared that one
parficular bookmaker controlled 10 jockeys.
T did not know that the hookmakers’ in-
fluenee wenl as far as that, but as this evi-
dence was given on oath, [ am hound to be-
lieve it.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: Does nobody but the
bookmaker control the- jockeys?
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Houn, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I do not
know. However, [ say that nobody should
control them. Al my sympathy i= with the
totalisator. Were the hookniaker to have an
oftice or a room on the racecourse and sit
there ready to fake his business, T wounld
have unly 1wu objections (o him. T entirely
believe in the totalisator, hecause we must
have =ome hetting. A little speculation
does no harm. and the totalisator has the
advantages that there is no solicitation, no
credit, and one cannot have {ransactions with
the machine except on the racecourse. We
heard the other day of ihe evil of shop and
streel belting. Ot ecourse, one eannot hut
recognise that these forms of betting are
entirely objeciignable. 1 ihink a strong
ease haz heen made vut in favour of the
Bill.  Mr. Cornell said it was of no use
making this law, bhecause it would he
evaded. If that is the case, whal is the use
of our making any laws at all? A question
touched upon in the course of the debate
was the reduction of horse-racing. I am
not in a position lo say whether or not it
should be reduced. 1 seldom yo to a meet-
ing. hut when T do | thoreughly enjoy it,
for T think there is nuo prettier sight in the
woarkl.  From what | have heard, it is per-
hape desivable ilat the racing should be
curtailed in some dircetions. We are told
that if the hookmaker he done away with,
racing will wo down altogether. Buat I
undersiand ihat South Australia and New
Zealund have ecarried on racing hitherto
without the hookmaker. They have carried
on eniirely and suecessfully with the totalis-
ator; Three months ago | went to a very
fine meeting in South Australia. 1 was the
gnest of the chairman there. T never heard
a sound of a bhookmaker nor saw a sign of
one there. I saw a good deal of the totalis-
ator., The racing was carried on splendidly.
There were seme very fine horses running,
and the whole meeling wax carried ont to
perfection without the aid of the hookinaker.
Whether the bookmakers' work was sarrep-
titiouslv carried on, as has been suggested
hy my friend, T cannot say, but so far as T
conld see there was no sizn of a bookmaker,
and the whole meeting was carried out
admirably. As the (overnment have
fliought necessary to introduce the Bill, T
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have pleasure in supporting the second
reading.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East) [5.45]:
1 have listened with a great deal of interest
to the speeches this afterncon. Sir Edward
Wittenoom may not have heen particularly
logical. but [ am afraid what he has said
is true to lite, 1t is rather amusing to find
that the ground of his argument for the
totalisator is—the totalisaior is a devil like
every other form of gambling, but it is a
dumb devil.  With regard to the speech
made by Mr. Cornell, T think he was chiefly
arguing against a Bill that we know noth-
ing about. The only remark I heard from
hitn about the Bill which is before the
House was a statement that it had not
been ealled for, and that he would vote
agaipst it. .\s to the demand for this Bill,
where has My, Cornell heen during the last
ten or twenty years?

Hon. E. M. Clarke: Sleeping.

Hon. J. F. CULLEX: There has not heen
a month pass but there has been a great
clamour in the eountry.

Hon. .J. Cornell: Only on the part of a
few hyvsterical people,

Hon. J. }. CULLEN: Every year public
bodies representing a large majority of the
people have passed resolutions on this
fuestion,

Hon. .J. Cornell: Who passed them?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: And nearly every
vear there have been deputations to the
Government of the day. Tt was hecause of
most representative deputations that the
late (fovernment seeured the appointment
of a select committee of hoth Hounses to go
into ihe whole question. I am not going
to say much about the work of that com-
mittee.

Hon. J. Cornell: It was appointed in a
weak moment of the Minister,

Hon. 1} F. CCLLEN: Bui certainly much
evidence before that eommittee is very
strong, aid it is evidence which eannot be
ot over. . Coming to the Bill itself, it de-
finitely deals with evils which T think that
every member of the House should feel it
his duty to take into consideration. The
Bill is directed against street and shop bet-
ting. Ts there any hon, member of this
House who for one moment would either
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support street or shop betting, or refuse to
help to puat either down? That is the Bill.

Hon. J. Cornell: It gues a great deal
further than thai.

Hon, J. ). CULLEN: That is the object
of the Bill. Tt will serve a further purpose
in thal it will enable the anihorities with
consisteney 1o cavry out the present law.
The presen! law is ample for any necessary
dealing with the bookmakers, hut how could
the authorities deal with bookmakers under
it?7 They are practically powerless to deal
with the grosser forms of the gambling
evil. The parasites in the streets and the
robbers in the shop betting dens the an-
thorities have been almost powerless Lo get
eonvictions against. Is it not a disgrace to
our city to have its most beautiful thorough-
fare, St. George's-terrace, infested with
parasites, soliciting crime, leading young
people into gambling debts that they ¢an
never pay? Mr. Cornell asked why should
this be taken up now as against earlier
times? Any time would be appropriate, but
especially now when the whole Empire is
face to face with the need of making the
best nse of every pound which can be pro-
duced. Above all times, this is the time
to put the parasites out of business

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Hear, hear.

Hon. J. I, CULLEN: And to enable the
people to make the best use of their money.
T am sure the Gavernment ought to have the
support of every hon. member on this ques-
tion. All other ideas should be put aside for
the time. Party does not come into if. We
are all for the purification of the social and
publie life of the community, so far as it can
be helped by an Act of Parliament. There
is one danger which I foresee. The gambl-
ing spirit of course is widely prevalent, as
Sir Edward Wittenocom has pointed ont,
and there is this danger, that, instead of
conserving every pound which can be con-
served, there might be a transfer of some of
this State’s money to that poor litile neigh-
bour, Tasmania, through the sweeps. It is
feared that any lessening of betting here
may tend te increase the drain from this
State to Tasmania by this means. 1 hope
that some wav will be found to get round
that supposed Federal necessity of allowing
Tasmania to drain the other States. There
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must be some way of getting round that
loss of money.

Hon, .\, Sandersonr:
wel round it,

Hon. J. P. CULLEN: It is amusine to
lind that the committee, in view of this
danger, suggested that this State should
start sweeps. It is just one of those <hucks,
which come to one, that a piecked commit-
tee uf Loth llouses of Darliament shonld
put into eold print a recommendation that
we should lessen the drain to Tasmania by
starting snch sweeps ourselves.  However,
I do not think that wag a unanimous re-
commendafion by any means, and I am per-
fectly satisfied that the member of thaf
comtitiec, who now repiesents the Gov-
crnment in this Honse, was strongly against
any sueh proposal.  But surely something
conld be done. This Bill provides drastic
penallies for any publication or advertise-
meni regarding betting. 1T am glad of that.
That will do something fowards lessening
the drain te Tasmania, I hope that the
Ministers in charge of the Bill in each House
ltave been  careful, nol only to get
the adviee of anti-gamblers, but io get the
wisdom of the real gambler also, so as to
make this Bill gambler proof, and thai there
will not he a way of running a gambler's
team through it.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: You could have said
o motor-car team.

Ilon. J. . CULLEN: Yes, a motor-car
team would perhaps beiter suit the case.
Most of these bills providing penalties in
this way represent chiefly good inientions,
hut there are loop-holes left in them which
the enemy wateh with great amusement and
delight. I hope the Ministers in charge of
the Bill will not think it above their pride
to get the cunning of the gambler to help
them, and find out where the loop-koles are,
and so make this Bill an effective one and
sueh that, when the police bring the offend-
ers before the magistrates, the magistrate
will not find a loop-hole excuse for saying
“It has been the custom and we are not
going to strain the law. Tn fact we
will let you off this time.” Tt is to be hoped
that there will be no opening for fFat, There
is no doubt of the truth of my reference.
Nearly all the laws, which are supposed to
be stringent, have great loop-holes left in

Unilication wauld
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them. As a maiter of facl, ihe present legis-
lation against gambling was intended to be
most effective. It is only when the bills
conie to be dealt with, and what is recognised
us 4 custom comes in, that it is found that the
general sympathy for the gambler heats the
anthorities every time. 1 remember the time
in New Sonth Wales when it was considered
entively guixotie to attempt to put down the
bushranger. Tnieed, there were people who
saitl “Jf yvou pui down ihe gangs we have
now, ten to one we shall get worse ones.”
Frank Cardiner was one who, if he took
mouvey from rich men, would give some of
it to the poor, and he was a good sort. The
bushranger. people thought, was nol so had
as he wight be, but thai bushranging eould
never Le stupped, and (hat whilst there was
bush there would alwavs be buoshrangers.
That was the attilude of a grent many peo-
pe.  Nir Edward Wiltenoom has not gone
quite = far in saying that, whilst we have
human nature we will have the love of a
flutter, the love of gambling. The evil is a
ferrible one at any time.

Hon, Sir E. H. Wittengom: 1f is a
luxury.

Hon. J. I CULLEN: T think that men
occupying Sir Edward’s position are men to
whom we should look for a sound note on
this question of gambling. [ think that the
attitude, certainly of members of Parliament
in their positions of responsibility. should
be that wmoney should be put to the best
use and that gambling is an evil, and, when
we come to analyse it, a very vulgar kind
of evil. Tt is a vulgar kind of evil that one
man shoald he allowed to put his hand inte
another man’s pocket anid take out of it
money which he has nol carned.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Or te put
vour money into his.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Exactlv. That is
what it comes to, that I will put another
man’s moneyv into mmy pocket when ] have
not earned it. Is it not a volgar wav of
efting money?

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: Does oot that apply
to share dealing?

Hon. J. F, CCLLEN: 1 think that the
eorrect idea in regard to zambling should be
lield up by public men and proclainted by
public men. Gambling is an evil, and it is

one of lhose evils which has grown upon
young people 50 as Lo be an enormous dan-
ger. There is a good deat of truth in what
Sir Edward Witienoomn says, that the man
who can afford to risk money is not dis
honest in risking it. No, but be is setfing
i bad example and the evil has grown te
sach a head ihat I thick we cannot too
strongly set our taces against it. Although
men like Sir Bdward Wittenoom may put
money on a lorse without any sense of evil
at all—he would pot do it if he had any
sense of evil—he is yet bhelping a very
serious evil in the community, which is
sapping  the business life of tle people
One has only to remember what a curse fhe
night elubs of London lave beconie, snd
I suppose the same thing exists bere to a
smaller  extent.  These are instilutions
which have destroyed the lives of many pro-
mising men. My atlitude is that the evil is
so very serious that T am against it and I
will take any part which will have the effect
of bringing about its abolition. I feel that
the public men who adopt that attitude will
do great good to the rising generation. I
hope that all members of Parliament will
juin in supporting the measure. No one
has a word to say in favour of street and
shop helling, and how much further we
shall be able to go remuins to be seen. The
steps which this Bill asks us to take we have
a right 1o take now.

Hon. 1. M. DREW (Cenlral) [6.3]: 1 do
no! propose to say very much in connection
with this question, and T do not think ihere
will he any neceszily to say mueh beyond
that I am largely in acrord with 1he remarks
of the Colonial Secretary relative to streep
betting and with the necessity for the aboli-
tion of the lLookwaker.  Streel beiting is
admitledly a very great evil in the city of
P'erth and (he police have heen unable to
eope with it owing to ihe inadequacy of the
law on the Slatute-hook at the present time
Bookmaking is an itlegal oceupation but the
law lias never been administered since it wag
jassed so far as 1 have heen able to dis
cover. The Government which was in office
when it became law did not adwminisler it
and everv other Government has followed
the precedent sel by that mimistry. T have
nothing to say about bookmakers as eitizens.
T have known many of them and I have
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Enown the majority of them to be honour-
able men and as a rule they are lighly in-
téllectual men. 1 have often thought it a
great  pity that  their talents were not
diverted intv some more useful channel, but
the avocation of the bookmaker is demoralis-
. It spreads the viee of gambling and
causes ruination to many as the records of
our crimmal courts will testify. “There was
a lime in ihe history of Western Australia
when racing was a sport, but it is a sport
no longer and that is due to lhe circumstanee
that betting is so very prevalent, in fact, we
had pretfy good testimony afforded us dur-
ing the siiting of the joint select committee
that racing is not a sport, but an industry.
1t was ealled an industry by witnesses who
gave evidence before that committee, and
if T am nol mistaken, it was referred to as
an industry in the report. In addition to
that, if 1 am not mistaken, the report sug-
gested that if there was fo be a restriction
of horse-racing ihere should also be com-
pensation, further indicafing that horse-
racing was an industry. . To my mind, the
way things are now it is an industry and a
business of the worst sort. 1t is said that
race meetings improve the breed of horses
and. that they would suffer if the bookmeaker
was abolished. That argument has no
weight with me whatever. At one time it
was s0. Horse-racing did improve the
Lreed of horses and the Parliament of West-
ern Australin made an annual grant towards
horse-racing in this State. I think it was
£100 1ilhat was given annually for the
Queen’s Plate, which was run in Perth, and
one of the conditions was that the race
shounld be of three miles.

Hon., W. Kingsmill:
West amd ai Geraldton.

Hon. J. M. DREW: I do not think that
Geraldion was included. At the present time
the majority of races are run over distances
of five and six furlongs. The winners of
such short races are fotally unsuitable for
the breeding of servieeable horses. No one
would eare to purchase a horse bred from an
animal which was incapable of running over
a longer distance than six furlongs. Tt
cannot be said, therefore, that racing nowa-
days contributes to ihe better breeding of
horses. I we suppress the bookmaker we
need not restrict horse-racing, and T {hink

And in the Nor'-
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il iz generally admitted that  something
should be done in the way of lessening (he
number of race meelings which take place in
Western .\ustralia. 1f the Bill be passed
undoubtedly the number of race meefings
will be curtailed automatieally. There will
be fewer meetings bul there will be this
compensation—that there will he eleaner
sport and more genwine compelition. No
doubt one of the reasons which acluated the
racing clubs in the direclion of nol abolish-
tng the boeokmaker siraight away was that
it was quile useless (o abolish the bookmaker
unless street betting was abolished also. It
would be fulile to drive the bookmaker off
the racecourse if’ he could eontinue lo follow
his occupation in the publie highway. Hence,
the neeessity for the inlroduetion of a Bill
of this characler. I am very much afraid
though that this measure will not achieve
the objeet inftended. 1t seems to me there
is a weak spot in (he Bill, That is in con-
nection with the definition of hookmaker.
“Bookmaker” includes any person who car-
ries on a business or acts as a bookmaker or
commission agent of any person who gains
or endeavours to tain his lvelihood wholly
or partly by betting or making wagers.
What is the reason for the limitation
“wholly or partly”? Tf these words remain
it seems to me that the measure will be
evaded. Very many of the bookmakers do
not obtain {heir livelihood by betting. Some
of them are wealthy men with hig bank bal-
ances, and in faet, money lenders, and any
Court would say that (hese men were not
gaining their livelihood hy bookmaking.

The Colonial Secreiary: That will be
eovered by the first portion of the Bill.

Hon. J. M. DREW: 1If the first part
covers the whole of the position, I eannot
uvuderstand the inclusion of the second part
in Clause 10, which states—

Any person (which means every per-
son) frequenting, using, or being in or on
any sireet or public place for the purpose
of any money or valuable thing being
received by or promised io suech person
or any other person on his behalf as or
Lor the consideration (a) for any such as-
surance, undertaking, promise, or agree-
ment as is mentioned in section fwo hun-
“dred and eleven of (he Criminal Code.
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And it goez on to say that whoever makes
a bet shall be liable to penalty of not more
than £104. It seems to me that the intro-
duetion ol the word *bookmaker” weakens
the whole clause because it is shown in the
definition that bookmaker may be a persen
who anly partly gains his lvelihood by mak-
ing beis, However, if the Government are
satisfied that it covers the whole position I
shall not complain; but I would like io see
the clauses gambler-proof, lo quote an ex-
pression used by Mr. Cullen, because we
have some very clever gentlemen to contend
wilh in conneclion with the gambling evil.
I bave read the different clauses of the Bill
and they are certamnly very drastie, bat in
my opinion they reyuire to be drastic in
order fo meet the situation. T think the
House shonld consider carefully every clause,
give close atlention to them, and see that
every provision is made in the direction of
preventing any loophole being availed of
for the purpose of evading the law. I have
much pleasure in supporting  the second
reading of the Bill.

On mation by Hon. W. Kingsmill, debate
arljourned.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1. Special Lease {Stirling Estate).
2. Treasury Bills Act Amendment.
3. Kingia Grass Tree Concession.
Received from the Legislative Assembly.

BH.IS (2)—RETURNED FROM LEGIS-
LATIVE ASSEMBLY.

1. Zoological Gardens Acet Amendment.
2, Execution of Instruments.
Without amendment,

House adjourned at 6.18 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-n., ane read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the I'remier: Commissioner of Taxa-
tion, report for year ended 30th June, 1916.

QUESTION—RESIDENT MAGISTRATE,
WYNDHAM.

Me. W, D, JOHNSON {without notice)
asked the 'remter: As telegrams are being
received, from public meetings at Wyndham,
serionsly reflecting on the integrity and gen-
eral administration of the loeal Resident
Magistrale, will the Premier take an early
opportunity to explain to the Legislative As-
sembly what action the Government contem-
plate taking to protect public rights and
liherties?

The PREMIER replied: This is a matter
under the control of the Attorney General.
T will confer with my colleague, and fake an
apportunity of making a statement to the
House.

QUESTION—FINANCES, ADVISORY
COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Treasurer:
Will he make available the report of the
advisory committee, consisting of the Audi-
tor General, the Under Treasarer, and the



